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ROSEBROOK 
LODGE

B R E T T O N  W O O D S

WITH STUNNING PANORAMIC VIEWS OF MOUNT WASHINGTON AND THE PRESIDENTIAL 
RANGE, THE ROSEBROOK LODGE AT OMNI BRETTON WOODS SKI AREA RAISES THE 

BAR FOR ON-MOUNTAIN HOSPITALITY. THE NEW, FOUR-SEASON FACILITY RECENTLY 
AWARDED THE 2022 HOSPITALITY DESIGN AWARD FOR ‘BEST EVENT SPACE’ OFFERS 

GUESTS AN ENHANCED DINING EXPERIENCE AND SPECIAL EVENTS VENUE.   »
IMAGES: Jim Westphalen / Marc DeSmet / Omni Mount Washington Resort
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The $11.7 million two-story lodge 
was constructed for Omni 
Leisure. At just over 17,000 sq 
ft, the lodge features interiors 

designed by TruexCullins Architecture 
& Interior Design, working in concert 
with architects Bull Stockwell Allen and 
contractor Engelberth Construction. 

Marc DeSmet of TruexCullins said: 
“This was our first project with Omni 
Leisure. We were brought into the project 
for our local hospitality knowledge of 
what is generally referred to as the ‘New 
England’ area of the United States and 
national awareness of the hospitality 
industry. We fulfilled both requirements 
and put forward a design proposal which 
began a great working relationship.

“We started off with a blank canvas and 
worked together with Bull Stockwell Allen, 
who have a lot of experience in ski resorts, 
and SE Group, who specialize in developing 
ski resorts and mountain layouts.”

It had already been decided to install a 
new high-speed gondola line at the site 
of the Rosebrook Lodge development, 
which is right on the mountain peak. 
So, the new lodge became the natural 
destination point for this gondola service. 
Guests – skiers and riders, hikers, mountain 
bikers, and wedding parties – experience 
the dramatic scenery as it expands 
across the valley with breathtaking 

views of New England’s highest peak. 
SE Group’s teams of mountain resort 

planners and landscape architects 
collaborated to integrate the Rosebrook 
Lodge into the Bretton Woods 
mountainscape and design the immediate 
site of lodge building. 

The group’s industry leading mountain 
and resort planning team ensured that 
the Rosebrook Lodge seamlessly fit within 
the larger Bretton Woods ecosystem. 
This started with planning and design 
for the new gondola that delivers skiers 
and hikers to the lodge itself, as well 
as a broader re-alignment of existing 
lifts to account for the new gondola. 
It also included the reconfiguration of 
the ski trails surrounding the lodge to 
ensure that there is an adequate flow 
and circulation of skiers coming to – 
and leaving from – the building itself. 

Continuing their long-standing 

relationship with Bull Stockwell Allen, SE 
Group designed all of the plaza and terraces 
spaces surrounding the lodge, emphasizing 
both the commanding views across to 
Mount Washington and ease of guest 
access in its unique ‘perch’ along the top of 
the ridge. The hardscape design addresses 
challenging accessibility standards in 
this high alpine setting, while providing 
functionality for both winter (ski) and 
summer (hiking and events) use. 

Marc DeSmet continued: “Right from the 
start, there was a definite intention to make 
this building distinctive – a ‘lantern’ visible 
as far away as the historic resort below. 
The Mount Washington Hotel & Resort, the 
anchor to a series of properties in the area 
owned by Omni Leisure, is a resort known 
for mountainside Victorian-era luxury. 
However, the client wanted something 
more contemporary with a broader appeal 
at the ski resort.   »
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owned by Omni Leisure, is a resort known for mountainside Victorian-era luxury. However, 

the client wanted something more contemporary with a broader appeal at the ski resort.
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“The client brief also included a series of 
functions the building needed to fulfill. 
For example, it needed outdoor space, a 
big event area overlooking the mountain 
range, and a restaurant providing a 
destination for skiers, hikers, and mountain 
bikers. The brief evolved through the design 
process, thoughtfully weaving in all these 
elements. I think everyone involved would 
agree that the team created a synergy that 
resulted in something better.”

A curved façade of windows washes the 
two-story lodge’s interior in natural light. 
The design team worked closely to ensure 
a seamless transition of materials, casually 
bringing the outdoors inside. Timber, steel, 
stone, and glass complement the region’s 
natural beauty; the site-specific furnishings, 
finishes, and millwork are refined yet playful 
and resonate with a sense of place.

All interior spaces orient toward the 
view that expands across the valley 

encompassing Mount Washington and 
Crawford Notch. The lightness of the 
space is balanced by a granite mass that 
anchors it to the mountain. The entry level 
is directly accessed from the new gondola, 
welcoming guests into a grand two-story 
atrium illuminated by a sculptural steel-
and-wood pendant installation. 

As part of the project, MWHarris 
Lighting Studio worked directly with 
BSA Architects and TruexCullins to 
design and specify the architectural 
lighting for Rosebrook Lodge, both on 
the interior and exterior. MWHLS worked 
with the architect and interior designer’s 
concepts to provide the welcoming and 
versatile lighting effects seen today. 

Colby Egbert from MWHarris Lighting 
said: “We are fortunate to have a wonderful 
ongoing relationship with Omni, and this 
was one more project we were thrilled to be 
able to be a part of. With our home office on 

the East Coast, MWHLS enjoys being able 
to work locally and be hands-on throughout 
the design, build, and finishing phases.”

 The entry-level includes a grab-n-go 
café and Switchback Grille, a slope-side 
bistro. On the upper level, skiers have 
access to a more casual dining hall with a 
servery and fireside seating for après ski. 
In the evening, the upper-level transforms 
into a venue for weddings and special 
events, with two exterior patios and 
expansive views of the Presidential Range. 

Marc DeSmet commented: “We have had 
great feedback from guests, with many 
saying that the lodge sets a new standard 
for what a mountaintop ski destination 
should be. Our client is pleased the facility 
is performing well in revenue and that its 
event programs are generating demand 
for unique mountain top events.

“We were also delighted that the project 
won a Hospitality Design Award and 
received a commendation from industry 
professionals. It was a great feeling to be 
honoured amongst our peers; it was the 
icing on the cake.

“I have loved working on this project 
and creating a new relationship with Omni 
Leisure and the other colleagues on the 
development team. It was splendid to be 
involved in something with international 
appeal and showcase our talents to a 
broad audience.”   ■
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