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TRAIL HISTORY &
PROJECT GOALS

The Missisquoi Valley Railroad has
been connecting our communities
since 1883! After a period of disuse, a
group of local residents advocated for
the creation of a recreational trail along
the old railroad bed. Through this citizen
advocacy the group was successful
in securing funding and support, and
the Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail officially
opened to the public in the 1990s.

Today, the Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail
is a popular destination for outdoor
enthusiasts of all ages. The trail passes
through scenic countryside, quaint
villages, and historic landmarks,
and offers a variety of recreational
opportunities, including hiking, biking,
horseback riding, dog-sledding, cross-
country skiing, and snowmobiling.

At the onset of the Missisquoi Valley Rail
Trail Marketing, Branding & Wayfinding
Project, the MVRT was already a valuable
asset in  Northwestern Vermont—
providing numerous benefits; including
enhanced public health, increased
tourism, economic development, and
improved quality of life. It was clear,
however, the trail hadn’t been as
effective as it could be in driving people
and dollars into its host communities.
Thus, the overarching goals of the
project were to increase trail awareness
for both local residents and potential
visitors, enhance wayfinding and trail
information, and better connect trail
activity with local businesses and the
communities of Franklin County.

2023 VERMONT PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail



PROJECT PROCESS
Engaging the Community

SE Group worked with the Missisquoi Valley IZaIL Trai|. lZOLII’IdLIP ® e Jon The Furll

Rail Trail Council and the Northwest Regional

Planning Commission to help increase the tourism Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail Marketing and Wayfinding Projec

The Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail Council and Northwest Regional Planning

aCtiVity and economic impaCt of the trail thrOUgh Commission are working with a consultant team to help increase tourism

; ; ; ; activity and the economic impact of the trail through enhanced marketing,
enhanced marketlng, Wayﬂndmg’ brandlng, and a wayfinding, and branding. The project will also create a trail friendly business
new trail friendly business program. At the onset program and provide technical assistance for local business owners. To kick'off

this year-long process, we are hosting a trail ride and a series of community

of the project SE Group engaged the community
to find how the experience of the trail could be
improved, andin turnincrease visitorship, tourism
activity, and economic impact. SE Group hosted
a trail ride and a series of community events
to provide information about the project and
gather input from local residents and business
owners. SE Group used public meetings focus
groups, social media, and public presentations
to gather public sentiment and feedback and

events to provide information about the project and gather input from local

(4]

Enosburg Falls

Mixer
5:30 - 7:30 PM at the 1906 Carriage Barn,
Enosburg Falls

. . 5t Albans Presentation/display and discussion on project goals
ensure the p I’OJ eCt resu |tS were I’eSpO nsive tO the and elements anFc)i h{)w businesses and gthér ¢
oy . .. H:inerar)’ stakeholders can benefit from the rail trail. Display of
communities vision and needs. Vital Village top 5 priorities. Appetizers and beverages
) provided. Cash bar.

With our partner, Path Less Pedaled, the
project team produced a video to explain
the project and highlight this treasured

Second Tralhead Design Public Meeting

6:30 PM at the Enosburgh Emergency Service
Building

Presentation of trailhead designs from Conway School
of Landscape Design students Greta Moore and Aja
Mathews. Designs based on community input from
first public meeting held April 30th.

Enosburg to Richford Tral Ride

8:00 AM Departure at the Historical Society,
Enosburg Falls
10 mile ride to Richford

Picnic Lunch

12:00 PM at the Missisquoi Overlook
Park/Greenwood Deli, Richford

. (2] Discussion on project goals and elements and how
recreational resource. You can see the Preakfast Mixer and Kickoff businesses and other stakeholders can benefit from the
o I o 8:00 AM at the Maple City Diner, St Albans el et (e (el forev e
Vldeo here . (tl nyu rl .CO m/2 W2 Dths) Przsertation/diszliy ang discussion ocr; pr}sject goals Richford to Pine ConeTral Ride

and elements and how businesses and other . a
stakeholders can benefit from the rail trail. Breakfast 1'39 (Y Depérture from Richford
sandwiches, muffins, coffee and juice. 4 miles from Richford to Pine Cone

© 5t Albans to Abbey Tral Ride lce Cream Social _
10:00 AM Departure from St. Albans Trailhead 3:00 PM at the Pine Cone, Richford
19 milles frem Gt Alsans (e Ravilfen Presentation/display and discussion on project goals

and elements and how businesses and other

[>) Picnic Lunch stakeholders can benefit from the rail trail. Ice cream
12:30 PM at the Abbey Pavilion, North Sheldon (PR
Discussion on project goals and elements and how
businesses and other stakeholders can benefit from the
rail trail. Bag lunches provided.

© Abbey to Enosburg Falls Tral Ride
1:30 PM Departure from Abbey Pavilion
6 miles to Enosburg Falls

Noves - e Please RVSP for each event and/or trall ride you would like to participate in by May 29th.
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Project info: http://mvrailtrail.org/mvrtproject.php

Greta Brunswick or Amy Adams can be reached at:
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http://tinyurl.com/2w2pwtps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3GHM6cJMnQU

PRUJECT UUTCOMES Trail Logo & Branding

To increase the visibility of the MVRT, the project aimed to develop

. mmunities o; MVRT Interactive Map
and implement a comprehensive marketing and communication plan co““edmgco 'essmcewe . . . f L P P P \
that would leverage a variety of channels—including social media, Missisquoi jooeen  MidGreen  Lshsue  Dukoreen ; ‘
email newsletters, press releases, strategic partnerships, and outdoor Valley Rail Trail
advertising—to inform and entice the public to enjoy the trail. R . . . .

CMYK: 240630 CMYK: 572287 4 CMYK:71812 0 CMYK: 91 46 68 42
RGB: 200 222 130 RGB: 123 157 80 RGB: 38 178 211 RGB:0 76 67
#C8DES82 #7B9D50 #26B2D3 #004C43

These project deliverables addressed the overall awareness of the
trail as well as the community concerns raised through the project’s
public engagement efforts.

Orange Light Yellow Gray Green Dark Gray Green
Pantone 136C Pantone 600C Pantone 625C Pantone 624C

Key project deliverables that highlight these efforts include:

e New Trail Logo Design and Brand Guide: To make these initiatives
successful SE Group created a new branding strategy and logor to
present a cohesive and recognizable visual identity for the MVRT
across all platforms.

Orange Light Yellow Gray Green Dark Gray Green
CMYK: 02886 0 CMYK:72490  CMYK:5725452 CMYK: 7234 57 12
RGB: 255 191 69 RGB: 240 234 155 RGB: 118 157 145 RGB: 77127 113

#FFBF3C #FOEAQB #769Dg1 #4D7F71

e Webiste, Social Media & Public Engagement Templates:
The project concluded with a redesigned trail website (www.
MVRailTrail.org) with ready to share templates for communication
with the public accross social media platforms.

MILL ST.

1

MILE
1.6 KM

e
= A 4t

 Wayfinding and Signage Master Plan: SE Group created a detailed Jstavans—1omics  dw B b £ 4% richiord—o7Mies P
Wayfinding and Signage Master Plan that included over 200 - - -
individual sign designs with custom wayfinding content on-brand
messaging ready for immediate fabrication and installation.

. J

] ]
Socail Media Templates

MILL ST. [——

%
- 0 SHARE THE TRAIL ~-“‘“'"T““”' -

Respect other trail users
« Yield to slower users

Sheldon Junction . :gz;:v;lh care - give warning when

1.4 Miles « Keep pets under control

(X Jha] =]

EBEREEY

* Trail Maps & Interactive Mobile Map: SE Group worked with the
project team and stakeholders to create detailed trail maps that
are available to visitors both online and in print. These maps
provide information about the trail route, potential looping and
side trip opportunities, and link users with adjacent communities
and businesses.

* Photography assets: SE Group provided professional quality
photos featuring a variety of trail uses and seasons for use on the
MRVT website, social media, and future marketing initiatives.

* Use caution

e Trail Friendly Business Program: A marketing initiative to promote : =
local businesses and services that are supportive of the trail and its T B A A s 3
visitors. Businesses that participate in the program receive a Trail
Friendly Business decal to display in their storefront, indicating to
trail users that they are a welcoming and supportive establishment.

:  Travel at safe speeds; 35 mph rur:
Richford 15 mph village speed limit for
19.2 Miles i | snowmobiles

e * Leave no trace

Winter Event

February 22, 2019
10 am - 12 pm

A
#ExploreMVRT

info: https://murailtrail.org/
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A VISION REALIZED

The project deliverables from the Missisquoi Marketing,
Branding & Wayfinding project provided the client with
the roadmap and tools to improve the visiblility of the trail
throughout the region. At the completion of the project,
the trail was awarded a VT Outdoor Recreation Economic
Collaborative (VOREC) Grant to install all the signs, and

Maps & Trail Information Available Throughout!

> e
Route NSTEE
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.. e ‘7 i ' :, £ % i e ¢ b . ¥
trailnead improvements SE Group designed. The completed | s B e OIS i g A PATE; D u,.f— S
. . . ! [ [ AY Wi b y . VASTTrap o | g Ll
project is a perfect example of what thoughtful planning : il s ST (AN . ~&";
and design can do to help preserve and promote our most OG- g Ao o momne gl g Sy |
. o B\ d i y -] i . 4 v Pl ) e Nort,h.EnosB\urgh
treasured public places. ! xlgxc . T Enosburg Falls

- F

Installed Trail Ki i !
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www.mvrailtrail.org

2023 VERMONT PUBLIC PLACES AWARDS Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail



Additional project details that embody the project’s vision and encourage public use of the trail by
making the experience fun, safe and easy.

PROJECTHIGHLIGHT : THETRAIL PASSPORT

Sl 5 sibs et O SRR The repair stations installed on the MVRT are
: 250 B  Jcsigned to be easy to use, and are intended
for minor repairs and adjustments, such as
fixing a flat tire, tightening loose bolts, or
adjusting the brakes or gears. These new
features provide cyclists with a convenient
and accessible resource that can help them
maintain their bikes and ensure a safe and
enjoyable ride.

Improved Trail Access Points! :

The new kiosks, wayfinding, and signage located at § %
major trail crossings and improved trail parking areas ¥
raise the visibility of the trail to the general public as well |

as provide important wayfinding information and guides

trail users to local amenities and businesses.

3 i E e e NN N, Y . ' )

> A

Greens Corners

Trailhead Parking s o+ o N\

Greens Corners

N
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PROJECT SUCCESS

Through the efforts of the project team and partners the Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail has grown in both popularity
and notoriety. Since the completion of the project, many of the recommendations have been implemented
allowing visitors and communities better access to the outdoors and enjoy the economic growth fueled by the
outdoor recreation economy. In addition, the recently completed connection of the Missisquoi Valley Rail Trail to
the Lamoille Valley Rail Trial joins it to the largest rail trail network in New England, surely to become a gem in the
collection of treasured outdoor recreation assets in Vermont.
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